
Sunday, February 25, 2018 
 

Dalton Lakshman Wanigasekera P.Eng – A Tribute 
 
It is with profound sadness I pen this tribute to Dalton Wanigasekera who died on Feb 20, in 
Surrey, BC. 
 
It was a casual acquaintance with Dalton some years ago that quickly blossomed into an 
abiding Friendship until his demise. Dalton was educated at St. Benedict's College and 
Ananda College prior to proceeding to UK to pursue his studies leading to a Degree in 
Engineering. After his stints in the United Kingdom Dalton migrated to Canada and held 
Executive positions in the Public and Private sectors with distinction.  
 
He moved to BC from Edmonton to spend the twilight years in an aura of peace and quiet. 
Our Friendship brought us together at meetings of our alumni association and the Sri Lankan 
Seniors Society which he joined at my persuasion, serving on the Board until his unfortunate 
demise. 
 
Dalton and I met regularly over coffee when we discussed a broad range of topics that 
covered a wide spectrum from the local scene to the International arena with each enriching 
the other until it was time to bid adieu. Dalton was a person of a quiet disposition and 
excellent mannerisms who shied away from the tinsel world and was content to enjoy his 
retirement in the manner he wished to. Though a man of few words, Dalton was steeped in 
knowledge specially in his chosen Profession and a lover of the Queens language sharing 
many quotes during our regular exchange of emails. I was impressed beyond words by his 
concern for fellow humans though his generosity was never flaunted in the public domain. 
 
To quote Abraham Lincoln "And in the end it is not the years in your life that count. Its the life 
in your years".  In this backdrop Dalton lived a meaningful life guided by his own sense of 
ethics in his tryst with Destiny following the paths of his own volition. Dalton never craved for 
accolades nor was a critique but solely focused on his own life style to which I was a witness 
through the years we nurtured our Friendship. We met on December 7 at a luncheon but I 
never imagined it was to be our valedictory pow wow as Dalton was fond of quoting.   
 
Dalton left this world in a sombre farewell sadly watched by his brother Deva, son Viraj, family 
members and a small group of friends who paid their last respects in silence and prayer.  
 
It may be said of Dalton "His life was gentle and the elements so mixed in him  
That Nature will stand up and say to the world "This was a man. " You have fought the good 
fight and finished the race in your sojourn on earth. 
 
The memories you have left behind will not be lost in the mists of Time. 
Farewell Dalton. 
 
 
Eric Motha  
President - St. Benedict's College Alumni Association-Western Canada/USA  
Founder Secretary/Director Sri Lankan Seniors Society of BC     

 


