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S erving you as your 
president over the past 

year has been  an honour 
and privilege.  It has been 
challenging and yet ex-
tremely rewarding. Year 
2013 was an exciting year 
for our association.  To-
gether, we’ve enjoyed all the 
successful events held.  It is 
my assertion that the work 
accomplished in 2013 will 
allow us to continue to flour-
ish in 2014.  May the New 

Year bring good health, hap-
piness and prosperity to you 
and your family.  On behalf 
of our Council, I thank each 
of you who continue  to give 
your time and talent which 
helps us move forward in 
our efforts to provide for 
our Alma Mater.  I applaud 
the members of the council 
for your die hard efforts 
and unwavering commit-
ment in holding all the suc-
cessful events in the past 
year. 

Let us embrace 2014 by do-
i n g  s i m p l e  b a s i c 
things...increase member 
base and feel and act like a 
true alumnus. 

I am confident that by 

working together, we will 
make our association 
stronger.  If you who are not 
involved with our associa-
tion, I urge you to get in-
volved and help us in our 
quest to support it. 

 Nimal Dissanayake 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

St. Benedict’s College Alumni Association (Canada)  
continues to live up to its record of being sociable and active  

with a welcoming attitude to new members.   
Please draw a cheque for $20.00, made payable to: 

 St. Benedict’s College Alumni Association (Canada) and mail it to the  
Membership Secretary 

1577 Geta Circle, Pickering, Ontario. L1V 3B5   
If you have already paid your subscription for the current year, please disregard this message. 
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T he 21st Annual “Benedictine 
Nite” Dinner Dance was held 

on Saturday, November 02, 2013 
at the Verdi Convention Centre, 
Mississauga, Ontario. It was a 
memorable evening culminating  in 
Benedictines bonding together 

once again.  Each guest received 
a gift with a copy of the souvenir at 
the entrance.  They were treated to 
a buffet dinner, complimentary 
wine and music provided by the 
“Zerox” band backed by Disc 
Jockey, Rohan. 
Following the president’s warm 
welcome address and the singing 
of the College Anthem, the dance 
continued until 1:30 a.m.  Among 
the many prizes in the raffle was a 
round trip to Sri Lanka, compli-
ments of Etihad Airways and was 
won by Rosita Devotta.  There 
were also numerous prizes that 
were given away for the dance 
tickets draw. 
The main theme of the night, of 
course, is to support and raise 
funds for our Alma Mater to con-
tinue to offer exceptional education 
to its current and future students 
which was accomplished.  
The dance was an overwhelming 
success and congratulations to our 
social secretary, Keith Livera and 
his entourage of helpers for a job 

well done.  Also, a big thank you 
to our Master of ceremonies, Ty-
rone Pulle. 
As always, Bens Alumni Associa-
tion is grateful for the support and 
solidarity of everyone who at-
tended the Dinner Dance.  The 
executive committee wish to ex-
tend its thanks to the advertisers 
of the souvenir and sponsors of 
the door/raffle prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21ST “BENEDICTINE NITE” 
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To view more pictures courtesy of  Ralston Anandappa CLICK HERE!  

The Zerox Band lead by our very own 
Kevin David 

Rosita Devotta (in sari), winner of the 
return air ticket to Sri Lanka 

https://plus.google.com/photos/116954212647369926404/albums/5944981795828502737?authkey=CMOL6azz_M3U4QE
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

T he joy and cheer of the Christmas Season filled the 
hearts of members and their families at the annual 

Christmas party held on December 08, 2013 at St. Norbert’s 
Church Hall in Toronto. 
The celebration started at 5:30 pm., with the singing of the 
College Anthem followed by our traditional opening carol, 
“White Christmas”.  The evening included a Nativity skit by 
Bens children produced and directed by Cynthia Livera.   This 
was followed by individual and group singing of Christmas 
songs and other performances both, by members and children.  The highlight of the evening’s per-
formances was the “Swan Lake Cygnet Dance” by four Bens clad in ballerina outfits.  The  swans 
parody was hilarious and entertaining.  After a short break everyone joined in the singing of carols 
until Santa made his appearance and distributed gifts to 22 children.  Guests were treated to an Ital-
ian style buffet dinner deliciously prepared by our very own, chef, Shanez Anton.  After these activi-
ties the guests took to the floor dancing with gusto to the music of maestro, Isaac Wenaden until it 
was time to leave. 
It was a night of partying, exchanging pleasantries and bonding among Bens and a feeling of enjoy-
ment and fulfillment in the company of friends. 
Bens Alumni Association takes pleasure in thanking all those who attended.  A special thanks to our 
energetic social secretary, Keith Livera, our MC, Tyrone Pulle and the members of the council and 
their spouses for organizing a very successful event.     
To view more pictures courtesy of Priyan Ranasinghe & Ralston Anandappa Click Here!   

CAROLING AT THE  SENIORS HOME 

O ur annual singing of Christmas carols at the Sen-
iors Health Centre in North York, Ontario, took 

place on Sunday, December 01, 2013 at 5:00 pm.  A 
large gathering of Bens and their families shared 
some Christmas joy by singing lots of our favourite 
carols to its residents and enjoyed meeting them.  
Some of the residents and staff also joined in the sing-
ing and even clapped along.  It was a joy to see the 
smiles on the faces of the seniors.   
Bens Alumni Association thank all those who partici-
pated in the singing.  A special thanks to Dakini Alles 
for her accompaniment on the key board and to Em-
manuel Thiruchelvam and Shehan Doss who 
strummed their guitars. 
To view more pictures courtesy of Shehan Doss Click Here!   
 

https://plus.google.com/photos/116954212647369926404/albums/5961305829261673217?authkey=CMPRle-eq-rXVw
https://plus.google.com/photos/116954212647369926404/albums/5954411164821147233?authkey=CM6Ej5aLsoHoPA
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ADDRESS UPDATE 

I n order to ensure that you continue 
to receive communications, invita-

tions and other information from the 
Association, please provide us with 
your updated contact information.  
Alternatively, you may submit your 

address update via e-mail to: 

mervyn_doss@bell.net 
Or call Mervyn at 416-491-9040 

 

B ens Alumni Asso-
ciation of Canada 

mourns the loss of an 
outstanding and wonder-
ful person.  Our Vice 
Patron, Raj Fernando 
passed away in Toronto 
on December 20, 2013 
at the age of 66 .  He 
was a very active mem-
ber of our Alumni Asso-
ciation since the 1990’s 

and a former President.  His passing is a great 
loss to us all.   We will remember his dedication 
to our Alumni Association and his kind person-
ality.  He will be sadly missed by us at our fu-
ture events.  We pray that God will give those 
left behind the courage to bear the loss.   
Raj is survived by wife, Yasmin; daughter, Sho-
bita; son, Heshan and grandchildren, Dylan and 
Kiara. 
 

We are on the web! 

bensalumniassociationcanada 

S ince its inception in 1990, our Alumni Association has 
grown from a few “Old Boys” to a colourful and vibrant 

association.  We are recognized within our community as an 
organized, sophisticated and a well respected alumni asso-
ciation.  We have withstood the test of time and that is an 
accomplishment in itself. 
Now we are 23 years old and our activities have expanded 
into many areas.  We are dedicated to our Alma Mater by 
raising funds each year for the success of the children who 
now occupy our desks.  We have contributed for the infra-
structure and many other and have raised funds. 
I take this opportunity to thank each and every person who 
has contributed to the association, because without your 
contributions we would not be an association.  I love this 
association dearly and I consider it an honour and a privilege 
to be a member. 
Sincerely, 
An Ardent Old Ben? 

CONGRATULATORY NOTE 

I t is with great sadness that we record the 
passing away of: 

Stanley Anthony, on January 05, 2014 in Sri Lanka
– Dearly beloved father of Nimal. 

Raj Fernando, on December 20, 2013 in Toronto, 
Ontario—Long-standing Member, Vice Patron and 
former President. 

Mrs. Florence De Alwis, on November 9, 2013 in 
Toronto, Ontario—Dearly beloved mother-in-law of 
Gaston Perera. 

Mrs. Rose Millicent Abeywardena, on October 09, 
2013 in Colombo, Sri Lanka—beloved mother of 
Priyantha Abeywardena. 

Mrs. S.B.A. Hamid, on August 16, 2013 in Co-
lombo, Sri Lanka—Dearly beloved mother of Afzal 
Hamid,   

Our deepest sympathies to the families of the 
dearly departed. 

OBITUARIES FAREWELL—VICE-PATRON 


