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NEWS FROM COLOMBO 
The Benedictine (U-15) cagers edged out Trinity 
in the Finals of the All Island Basketball 
tournament on November 10.The scores at the 
final whistle were 55-54 and a clear indication of 
the keen competition evinced by the players. The 
spirit in which the game was played and the 
excellent camaraderie displayed by both schools 
were highly commended. 
 
SOCCER 
St. Benedict’s College emerged runners-up in the 
2nd annual All Island Invitational Tournament 
hosted by Hindu College. The Bens were beaten 
by Zahira on a penalty shoot-out in a well 
contested Final in the presence of a large crowd 
of spectators who were treated to a fine display by 
both teams. 
 
ATHLETICS 
The Bens emerged worthy runners-up in the All 
Island Schools Games 2008 where 250 schools 
participated with Walala Central running out as 
Champions.  The Bens under 17 quartet climaxed 
the day’s events in a thrilling finish winning the 4 X 
400 metres Relay breaking the existing 16 years 
old record. The Bens prior to this feat were 
crowned Champions at the National School 
Games 2007. The performance of the College 
athletes in recent years has been phenomenal 
and portends well for the future. 
 
CRICKET 
The First Eleven team have done remarkably well 
in their 3rd term outings and College could look 
forward to a successful season in 2009. 
 
BENEDICTINE NITE 2008 
The 26th Annual Dinner Dance will take centre 
stage on December 20, 2008 at the Waters Edge 
maintaining the prestige and excellent 
entertainment synonymous with the event as one 
of the best in the Metropolis. 
 
 

 
INAUGURAL SAINTS QUADRANGULAR 
History will be created in the realm of school 
cricket when the four leading Catholic schools, St. 
Anthony’s College, Kandy, St. Benedict’s College, 
St. Joseph’s College and St. Peter’s College vie 
for honours in the inaugural 20-20 Quadrangular 
Cricket Tournament to be played at the R. 
Premadasa Stadium on March 28, 2009. The 
participating players will don coloured clothing and 
a carnival atmosphere will prevail throughout the 
day with the Finals scheduled for 6.00PM under 
lights. 
 

The Cricket Tournament amongst the past 
students of these schools was inaugurated in 
1963 and sponsored by the Old Benedictines SC 
as part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of the 
Old Boys Union in Colombo. The Tournament is 
conducted annually and hosted in rotation thanks 
to the enthusiasm of the past students ably 
supported by the Rectors/Director of the 
respective schools.   
 
BENEDICTINE CHOIR 
The Benedictine Choir performed a “Touch of 
Music” Charity Concert on October 24, 2008 in 
support of a transit home for cancer patients. 
The Bens were joined by the choirs of St. 
Joseph’s College, Bishop’s College, Good 
Shepherd Convent and Mary Ann Singers in 
harnessing funds for this worthy cause. The 
National Cancer Hospital of Maharagama has 
approximately 850 patients with only 600 beds.  
The patients sans a bed are called ’floor patients’ 
and that’s where they receive their treatment and 
care - ’on the floor’. 
 
OLD BENEDICTINE HONOURED 

Mr. Dudley Thambinayagam, 
a Vice Patron of the OBU in 
Colombo and a dedicated 
alumnus was honoured 
recently on his appointment 
as the Consul General for 
Estonia in Sri Lanka. 
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CONGRATULATIONS - JUBILARIANS 
 
FRANK & MANO PAIVA 
 

Frank & Mano 
celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary 
recently, attended by 
some forty relatives 
in USA & Canada, 
his brother Bernard 
from Australia and 
Mano’s sister Nirmala from Sri Lanka. Rev. Fr. 
Charles Reyman OMI officiated at their Nuptial 
Mass on January 10, 1948 at St. Mary’s Church, 
Bambalapitiya. 
 
TED & LUCILLE SELA 

 
Ted & Lucille Sela 
celebrated their 
Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on 
September 27, 2008 
with family and 
friends. A special 

Thanksgiving Mass was offered at Our Lady of 
Assumption Church.  Ted & Lucille were united in 
the bonds of matrimony at St. Anthony’s 
Cathedral, Kandy in 1958. The Mass was followed 
by a sumptuous Sri Lankan dinner with a Chinese 
flavour at the Kurumba Restaurant in Port Moody.  
The evening’s celebrations were interspersed with 
felicitation speeches and a movie depicting the 
family life of the Jubilarians to date. 
 

Ted, a founder member of our OBA represented 
the College First Eleven Cricket team in the early 
50’s whilst Lucille Wright was educated at Good 
Shepherd Convent, Kandy.  The function was 
attended by family and close friends including 
Ted’s sister Elizabeth.  Marge Wright, Old Bens 
Patrick Livera, Hilary Livera, Shehan Salgadoe 
and Tony Lambert. The Jubilarians are blessed 
with 2 sons, and 3 grand children. 
 
FRANZ & ROSEMARIE LORAGE 
 

It was a joyous day for 
Franz & Rosemarie 
Lorage celebrating 
their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on June 
07, 2008.  The 
jubilarians were united 
in matrimony at Holy 

Ghost & St. Stephen’s Church, London (UK). 
 

The celebrations commenced with a Jubilee 
Dinner attended by family including Franz’s 
brother Leslie & Vera from UK and friends at the 
LA TERRAZZA Restaurant in Yaletown District, 
BC. In the Lorage family this was the first 
occasion when a Golden Jubilee was being 
celebrated in 3 generations and as Franz quipped 
“There were butterflies in my stomach and 
gratitude in my heart”. 
 

On June 08, at the Holy Mass offered in 
thanksgiving Franz & Rosemarie received a 
special blessing from the Pastor at Our Lady of 
Assumption Church. The invitees felicitated the 
Jubilarians at the Anniversary dinner enhanced by              
the décor befitting the special occasion and the 
hall tastefully decorated. The Lorages are blessed 
with four sons and an equal number of grand 
children who made it a day to remember. Franz 
was the founder President of our OBA. 
 
“DOOR IS OPEN” - PROJECT 3 

 

 
Members and friends successfully conducted the 
Project on October 18, 2008 with over 200 
homeless persons in downtown Vancouver being 
provided with a meal prepared at the Missionaries 
of Charity headquarters at 373 East Cordova 
Street, Vancouver. 
 
The project begun in September 2007 has been 
well received by the Bens and their friends whose 
participation and donations in cash and kind has 
provided the necessary impetus in our efforts to 
care for the less fortunate in our social milieu. 
 
Our team this year included family members of 
Hilary Livera, Shehan Salgadoe, Michael 
Ramanaden, Eugene Motha, Desmond 
Anthonypillai, John A Fernando and Eric Motha. 
We were happy to have with us Dr. Hyacinth 
Deraniyagala (Shepherdian / Bridgeteen from Sri 
Lanka) Dr. Yoga Yogendran (Old Trinitian) 
staunch ally of the Bens in BC.  
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MEMOIRS OF A VINTAGE BEN 
 
Dr. Joseph Francis Xavier Paiva 
I literally slipped into my student career at St. 
Benedict’s as the Upper Kindergarten to which I 
had been admitted had an old plumbago streaked 
floor. Thereafter, I skipped classes (had a double 
promotion) and soon found myself encountering 
some remarkable teachers, and brothers from all 
over the world. I am what I am due to all these 
great teachers.  They led me through all the years 
of learning in the lower classes then on through 
Junior Cambridge and London Matriculation.   
Then safely arrived in the University Entrance 
class, I began to get ready to start my higher 
education. 
 
As I looked back at the years gone by, I could 
remember many prize giving days.  I got a few for 
English and Literature, and for winning the Croos 
Da Brera Essay Competition on the Virgin Mary 
for two years in a row.  I came third in an 
oratorical contest.  I remember acting as the 
Maths Professor in a play directed by Bro. Hugh 
Farringdon. There were regular rehearsals and 
problems of getting along with the other 
characters and was corrected for better 
articulation and for expressing emotions with more 
conviction. I was the editor of a school monthly 
called The Benedictine and recall some spicy 
editorials. These had to be scrutinized sharply and 
rewritten. 
 
My brother Augustine was the manager.   I sang 
Moonlight Bay as tenor in a Radio Ceylon Schools 
Broadcast thanks to the coaching from Bonni 
Fonseka, and delivered a speech by Lord Halifax 
not exactly the way the eminent viceroy did.  All 
these activities, directed by the good brothers and 
eminent teachers helped me to be more humble, 
more disciplined, and a better integrated person. 
 
The Cathedral was our chapel, as one of the 
brothers put it. Perhaps, the only one of its kind! 
While we were shepherded in and out for the 
various religious activities, that made us who we 
were spiritually and otherwise, it is in the 
classroom and outside, and in retreat halls, that 
Brothers like Luke, Lawrence, Albert, Austin, 
Bernard (who held the keys to the science library, 
heavily patronized by me and my brother), and 
Casimir had a lasting effect on me. Some of these 
brothers took time to reply my letters during the 

holidays—and they were much inspiring with their 
admonitions and observations. 
 
As a teacher at St. Benedict’s, I must say my 
education continued not only from my fellow 
teachers but also from my very hardworking and 
intelligent pupils. I greatly appreciated my 
friendship with Hector Perera, Horace Perera, 
Gajanayake, Reggie Philips, B. M. Joseph, and so 
many others who helped me through my career at 
St. B’s.  Douglas Chapman in particular, a 
colleague of my brother’s, was an inspiring 
companion.  We were friends till he died in 
Australia not very long ago. 
 
Among my students was the introspective Eric 
Motha, and a slew of journalistically inclined 
young men, ECT Candappa, Joe Sigera, Felician 
Fernando, Gerald Deillkhan, and some others. 
They made teaching a rewarding task for me. 
Their growth and development was an impetus to 
my own growth. 
 
As a teacher, I helped to found the Ben Nature 
Club - actually a science club - as Peter Fernando 
the biology teacher was rather busy.  I particularly 
remember young Benjamin Doss and C. 
Pathmanathan who helped me with the 
expeditions to Gampaha Gardens and Wilpattu 
National Park. The learning experiences for me 
and the students were immense and I remember 
them well.  
 
Just as they say it takes a whole village to 
educate a child, a whole generation of teachers 
and pupils helped to make me what I am. 
 
After leaving St. B’s, I proceeded to the University 
of Madras, (where my father had been a student) 
to complete my B.A.  (Hons) in English Language 
and Literature.  I went on to the Tata School of 
Social Science, Bombay for a two and a half year 
program in Public Welfare and Community 
Organization. There were two geniuses I met at 
these Institutions. At the former, Prof. K. 
Swaminathan taught me Modern Literature and 
helped me to think.  The other was Prof. B. H. 
Mehta who taught me Hindu Sociology, Public 
Welfare, and Community Organization and 
provoked me to think.  At the University of 
Colombo I did my Diploma in Education.  Profs. T. 
L. Green, K. Nesiah and J.E. Jayasuriya were 
teachers who left a mark on me. I later went 
abroad to Brandeis University, in Waltham, 
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Massachussets, and obtained my Ph.D in Social 
Planning. 
 
Family 
Mano and I were married in 1948.  She is the 
daughter of a well-known Benedictine, I. X. 
Pereira.  It was he who encouraged me pursue 
my studies in the Social Sciences on noting my 
interest in the plantation labor problems. Mano 
and I have five children; the youngest was born in 
the U. S.   Roshan, the eldest, works 
internationally with the Global Positioning System.  
Patricia, works at a Bank, having tried her hand at 
owning and running an international bakery. Marie 
is a Social Science Reference Librarian at the 
University of Utah.  She has   been to Ethiopia 
twice as a consultant to the Haile Selassie 
University Library.  Paul, is into computers in 
Colorado. And Dharini, is on the research staff of 
the Museum for Innovations, in Akron, Ohio and 
also teaches English at a community college. 
 
My work as a social development specialist has 
taken us to several universities and cities in the 
Mid West and also to New York City and several 
countries in Asia while with the United Nations. 
 
As a postscript, I may add that when I left Ceylon 
for higher education to the U.S. the Dept. of Social 
Services made me sign a document that when I 
returned to the country, I would work with the 
School of Social Work for at least another three 
years.  However, while I was at Brandeis, I 
received a communication from the Director of 
Social Services that the government was going to 
take over the school and that my services were no 
longer needed.  I was stunned into sadness as my 
goal was to return and continue the work of trying 
to get the school established at the University 
level.  But that was not to be and I had to pursue a 
new career altogether in the U.S. 
 
We have a lot to thank God for.  We look ahead 
with confidence in His mercy and love. 
  
Nashville –TN –USA 
 
Note: Mr. Paiva entered SBC in 1927 when Bro. 
Claude was Director and his teaching career in 
the Primary and Collegeiate Department spanned 
7 years. 
 
 
 

OBITUARY 
 

Gregory Weeramantry (Colombo) 
Stanley Fernando (Toronto) 
Dr. Joe Sandanam (Sydney) 
Dr. George Benedict (Colombo) 
Dr. Augustus Anandappa (London) 
 

We extend our condolences to members of the 
bereaved families. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seasons Greetings and Best 
Wishes to our members, 
benefactors, Benedictines around 
the globe and their families 
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